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ABSTRACT 

Robot manipulator route planning can be defined as the process of simplifying any motor task into a single movement, while 

satisfying the movement restriction and optimizing the cost function. Although various aspects of robotic arms path planning have 

been studied, the problem of rapid collision avoidance planning for work in a dynamic environment has not been resolved. This 

article is dedicated to developing a comprehensive, computable, managed, non-collision pathway for robotic weapons to describe 

path segments that connect the start, intermediate, and end points. This study presents a new, effective GA multitasking technique 

for two-dimensional (2D) scheduling of obstacle avoidance trajectories. A method of optimization of point-to-point path planning 

with the help of a genetic algorithm is proposed to solve the problem of avoiding the obstacles of three-way redundant work in 

two-dimensional space. The objective function in GA is set to minimize traveling time and path with their weights allocated 

according to their worth in actual situation. The constraint of GA is not to exceed the maximum torque limit while avoiding collisions 

with several obstacles in robot workspace. Forward kinematics, inverse kinematics, and polynomial path planning strategy of 3R 

robot manipulator designed. Route planning is designed for all types of robots, different types of connections, and dealing with 

different cost functions such as time and distance. In general, if there is a viable path between any two different configurations, the 

algorithm can generate and find it. Matlab software simulates different scenarios for a robot with different types of obstacles in a 

given start and target configuration. And the simulation results indicate that the developed collision-free path planning is effective 

which improve the traveling time and traveling distance of the manipulator. 

 

Keywords: Manipulator, Obstacle Avoidance, Path Planning, Genetic Algorithm. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Robots have the potential to improve efficiency, safety, and convenience of human endeavors. To realize this potential, it will be 

expedient to investigate the broad range of important disciplines in the area of robot mechanics. One of such important disciplines 

is the Robot's path planning and control. Robot path planning is the task of computing collision-free motions for a robotic system 

from a start to a goal configuration; path planning has a rich and varied history. More recent studies such as [1] proposed ant colony 

algorithm to find the optimal path from an initial to a final position in the presence of five obstacles [2] Using the free segment and 

turning point algorithms to solve obstacle introduction and path planning in known environments, the algorithm can solve two 

different goals, namely path security and path length. However, in practice, one problem is that there is often no complete 

understanding of the environment. In most cases, a detailed map with all the obstacles may not be realistic. Also, the total change in 

environment for the robot seems to be a difficult situation to deal with. As a result, path planning remains a fundamental problem in 

robotics whereby one seeks to compute a dynamically feasible trajectory to achieve a goal. 

The visibility map can be described as a position map, usually for a set of points and obstacles in the Euclid plane [3]. Each node 

in the diagram represents the location of a point, and each edge represents a visible link between them. That is, if a line segment 

connecting two positions (start and end points) does not pass through any obstacles, an edge is drawn between them. When a 

group of positions is in a row, it can be understood as an ordered row. Therefore, the visibility map has been extended to the field of 

time series analysis (figure 1). 

Visibility maps provide the shortest route, but they also have some drawbacks. 

▪ Tries to stay as close as possible to obstacles 

▪ Any execution error will lead to a collision 

▪ Complicated in >> 2 dimensions 

 

The unit decomposition method provides an idea to identify the geometric regions or elements of a free object. The basic 

algorithm for decomposing cellular path planning can be summarized as follows: First, assign "work" to the relevant area called 

"unit". Then find out which ones are adjacent and develop an "availability schedule." Third, identify the cells in which the basic 

settings and target settings are located, and scan the paths in the accessibility chart to merge the primary and target cells. Finally, in 

cell groupings found using appropriate search algorithms, cell breakdown is the most important aspect of cell decomposition 
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methods [4]. If the boundary is a function of the dielectric structure, and thus the decomposition is lossless, the method is called 

precise cell decay, and it also describes the exact critical curve based on the exact cell decomposition algorithm of the linear 

segment operation. Move freely between polygon obstacles [5]. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Visibility graph 

 

Introduce the most popular methods to plan approximate battery scheduling [6]. The method includes constructing a sequential 

decomposition of the workspace as a rectangular unit and finding a communication map constructed at each decomposition level of 

the path. The cells are broken down. The following is possible unit decomposition similar to approximate unit decomposition. 

Probabilistic cell decomposition is introduced by [7] and then modified version of probabilistic presented with harmonic functions 

[8]. 

 

Genetic algorithms  

The genetic algorithm is a search algorithm based on the natural selection and natural genetic mechanisms described [9]. They 

combine the survivability of the best string structure with structured but random information sharing to form a search algorithm 

with some innovative human search consciousness. They will try to achieve new standards of good activity from time to time. 

Although random genetic algorithms are not just walking around. 

Binary representations are often used to encode parameters that need to be optimized. Genetic algorithm is a method based on 

natural selection to solve finite and infinite optimization problems. Google Analytics continually changes the settings of individual 

decisions. At each step, Genes selects random people from the current parent population and uses them to recruit children for the 

next generation. In the next generation, the population “evolved” to the best solution. 

Genetic algorithm makes every step [10]. 

▪ Selection rules involve selections called ‘parents’ that contribute to the population at the next generation.  

▪ Crossover rules bring together two parents to form ‘children’ for the next generation.  

▪ Mutation rules apply random changes to individual parents to form children 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

Implementation of the proposed method 

In this paper the methodology for designing a collision-avoiding path planning for robot arms in obstacle environments based on 

genetic algorithm is presented. It turns out that everyone in the evolutionary computing community does not have a clear definition 

of "genetic algorithms," which distinguishes genetic algorithms from other evolutionary computational methods. However, it can be 

said that most methods called "GA" have at least the following elements: chromosome population, suitability selection, hybridization 

of new offspring, and random mutations of new offspring. Route planning uses direct kinematics to avoid singularity problems. The 

trajectory parameters are directly encoded using real coding as a string (chromosome) used by the genetic algorithm [11]. For three 

linked robots, nine parameters should be optimized. GA most often needs a fitness function that assigns a score (fitness) to each 

chromosome in the current population. The adaptability of chromosomes depends on the extent to which the chromosome solves 

the problem [12]. 

Each iteration of this process is called a generation. Generally, GA can be repeated for 50 to 500 generations or more [13]. The 

whole generation is called running. At the end of the run, there are usually one or more highly suitable chromosomes in the 

population. Since randomness plays an important role in each cycle, two runs using different random number seeds tend to give 

different detailed behavior. GA researchers typically report statistics on average across many different GA runs for each problem (for 

example, the best fit found on the run and the generation of the person with the best fit) [14]. The simple procedure just described 

is the basis for most gas applications. Some details, such as the number of populations and the possibility of hybridization and 

mutation, need to be filled in. The success of the algorithm usually depends on these details. 

 

 Robot hand kinematics, dynamics, and path planning strategy 

 Problem statement  

The robot manipulator with 3 DOF must execute the task from an initial to a final position without collision with any obstacle as 

soon as possible. The Figure 2 shows the robot environment with 4 obstacles with circular shapes. Since each joint has its maximum 

torque limit, the problem is optimization to find the shortest path and traveling time under the constraints of maximum torque limit 

and obstacles avoidance.  

 

 

Figure 2 Robot environment with 4 obstacles with circular shapes 

 

The proposed method has been implemented on the MATLAB platform as it has been widely accepted by scientific purposes and 

industrial companies. The general process for implementing an input algorithm is as follows: 

▪ Robot and links initialization 

▪ Environment and obstacles initialization 

▪ Collision detection algorithm 

▪ Kinematics modeling 
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▪ Genetic operators  

 

 

 

Figure 3 Genetic Algorithm flow chart 

 

The initial population of chromosomes can be generated at random in the predefined interval of each chromosome, and the 

search is then carried out among this population [15]. The predominant operator adopted in the GA, are reproduction, crossover, 

and mutation. The copy operator is used to check the eligibility of a string (path) to be in the mating pool. A solution with excessive 

fitness will get a higher wide variety of copies in the mating pool; whereas a solution of low fitness can also or can also no longer 

have copies in the mating pool. The fitness stage required to enter the mating pool is calculated primarily based on the two ration of 

string fitness to average fitness of the population. The crossover operator is utilized to two cross-sites which are randomly selected. 

The crossover operator adopted the single factor approach with a given chance Pc, therefore, the crossover factor will be allowed for 

solely one gene randomly selected, in different words, the crossover operator will not disrupt the other genes. The mutation 

operator refers to alternation of personality values in individual string with a given probability Pm. The objective of mutation is to 

keep, variety in population. Now these consequences are fed to the Genetic Algorithm for producing the populace of chromosomes 

having optimized values (figure 3). 

Start Generate random population of n chromosomes. [16]A population measurement affects the efficiency and performance of 

GA. GA does poorly for very small size of populations and every average population size influence overall performance of the 

algorithm. For usual applications, the counseled range is between 10-160 chromosomes. Fitness Evaluate the fitness f(x) of every 

chromosome x in the population. Create the new population with the aid of repeating following steps till the new population is 

complete. 

Selection: Select two parent chromosomes from a population according to fitness score. Fitness the higher fitness, the bigger chance 

to be selected. 

Crossover: With a crossover probability, move over the parents to structure new offspring (children). If no crossover performed, 

offspring is the exact copy of parents. 
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Mutation: With a mutation probability, mutate new offspring at every locus (position in chromosome). 

Replace: if the stopping criteria is not satisfied, replace, and use new generated population for next run of the algorithm. If the 

stopping criteria are satisfied then stop. 

Go to step 2 until satisfied solution is coming out. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

In this paper, a well-organized strategy of an obstacle avoidance path planning algorithm for robot hand has been wide-ranging 

gives rise to a wide-ranging competent manipulator path planning. This chapter presents the individual simulation outcomes for 1, 

2, 3 and 4 obstacles avoidance path planning and the performance of the introduced algorithm. Proposed GA path planning is 

implemented in MATLAB GUI. The case of 3R robot hand arm with initial point (x=0.686m, y=2.268m, θg=40o) and final point (x=-2 

m, y=-0.5m) is considered while maximum torque for each joint is respectively given as τ1max = 50Nm, τ2max = 30Nm, τ3max =

10Nm.The parameters of robot hand arm are predefined as 𝑙1 = 1.2m, 𝑙2 = 0.9m, 𝑙3 = 0.7m, m1 = 1.1kg, m2 = 0.8kg, m3 = 0.6kg. 

The joint velocities and accelerations for the initial and final position are assumed as zeros, and all joints are assumed to rotate 2π 

freely. The parameters of GA are given as Pc=0.85, Pm=0.07, generation Max=200 and population Size=50. The weight factors are 

set as w1=2, w2=1, w3=3, w4=4 and, the 4 obstacles have circular shape with radius 0.35 m and their centers are placed at (-0.4, 1.5), 

(1.5, 0.7), (1.1, -0.9) and (-1.4, 0.5), respectively. The above settings are entered in MATLAB GUI (table 1 & figure 4 -8). 

 

 

 

Figure 4 Optimal cartesian path with obstacles 

 

Table 1 Joint angles and torques 

Index Joint 1 Joint 2 Joint 3 

Joint torque 

[Nm][rad] 

t=0 11 -2 2 

t=intermediate time 11.5 -3 2.04 

t=final time -39.3 -2.3 0.3 
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maximum absolute angle 11.5 -1.754 2.1 

Joint angle 

[rad] 

t=0 1 1 -1.3 

t=intermediate time 1.1 2.5 -2 

t=final time 2.5 1.2 -6.2 

maximum absolute torque 2.5 2.5 -1.3 

 

 

Figure 5 Joint angles versus traveling time 

 

 

Figure 6 Joint velocities versus traveling time   

 



                                                                                                                      

 

© 2020 Discovery Publication. All Rights Reserved. www.discoveryjournals.org     OPEN ACCESS 

 
 

P
ag

e8
8
 

ARTICLE RESEARCH 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7Joint accelerations versus traveling time 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 Joint torques versus traveling 
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Figure 9 Path traveling time versus generation with one obstacle  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 Total joints moving distance versus generation 
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Figures 11 Total path length versus generation 

 

Figures 9 - 11 are for the convergence of path traveling time, total joints moving distance and path length versus generation 

max=200. Table 2 shows the optimal path traveling time, total joints moving distance, path length and intermediate time after the 

optimal generation of GA. 

 

Table 2 Optimal values after final generation 

Index Optimal value 

Path traveling time, [s] 3.6 

Total joints moving distance, [rad] 8.7 

Path length, [m] 4.08 

Intermediate time, [s] 1.8 

 

Table 2 shows the least cost path (3.6 m) from start point to goal point while avoiding collisions through one obstacle. The 

trajectory proposed by GA from the initial configuration to the target configuration found the best path in GA within 4.08 seconds. 

 

Simulation results with two obstacles 

This simulation holds two obstacles the aim of the performance is to shows the performance of the proposed obstacle avoidance 

path planning technique of robot arm. Figures 13 - 20 show the simulation results. The optimized Cartesian path is shown in Figure 

12, where the path is not collided with any obstacle. The angle, angular velocity, angular acceleration, and torque for each joint are 

shown in Figures 14 to 17, where red spots denote the joint angle, angular velocity, angular acceleration, and torque, respectively, at 

the optimized intermediate time. Especially, the joint torque curves in Figure 17 are not exceeded 50Nm for green curve, 30Nm for 

blue one and 10Nm for black one, respectively, and these values are set as maximum torque limit for each joint when starting 

simulation. Table 3 shows the values from Figures 14 to 17. 

 

Table 3 Joint angles and torques 

Index Joint 1 Joint 2 Joint 3 

 

 

Joint torque 

[Nm][rad] 

t=0 11 -3 0.8 

t=intermediate time 24 -15 -1 

t=final time -33 -5 -1 

maximum absolute angle 24 -2.5 0.8 
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Joint angle 

[rad] 

t=0 1.1 1.1 -1.6 

t=intermediate time 0.25 2.2 0.34 

t=final time 2.75 1.75 -1.62 

maximum absolute torque 2.75 2.28 0.38 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12 Simulation in matlab 

 

 

 

Figure 13 Optimal cartesian path with obstacles 
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Figure 14 Joint angles versus traveling time 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15 Joint velocities versus traveling time   
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Figure 16 Joint accelerations versus traveling time 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17 Joint torque versus traveling time 
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Figure 18 Path traveling time versus generation with two obstacles  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19 Total joints moving distance versus generation 
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Figure 20 Total path length versus generation 

 

Figures 18 to 20 are for the convergence of path traveling time, total joints moving distance and path length versus generation. 

The convergence values at generation Max=200 show the optimal one.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The simulation result leads to the convergence rate and quality of answer in this dissertation, robot hand path planning combined 

with GA is suggested for less than 200 population size to attain the optimal result. The result is compared to previous work by 

different researchers it has shown significant improvement and competency concerning time and distance. Forward, inverse 

kinematics and polynomial path planning strategy of 3R robot arm were studied for redundancy of final configuration and GA 

approach. The chromosome has been designed and GA operators were applied according to the case of 3R links. The fitness 

function of GA was designed from the needs that have to find the shortest Cartesian trajectory length, traveling time and joints 

moving distance while avoiding obstacles and not exceeding maximum torque. The proposed method has been implemented in 

Matlab software. The simulation results show the validity of this method and satisfy the objectives and constraints.  

Despite the significant improvements made, there is more room for improvement. For example, If the GA falls in the local 

optimal point it can't go further to search for global optimal which is clearly required by way of us. This property of falling within the 

local best space is acknowledged as convergence Currently, I am working with my supervisor the third project on a combination of 

the Bayesian network with GA to improve the efficiently in the trajectory of the robot arm to reach the optimal value. 
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