
Rural people have over the years exist together and operate in unity in their
community by going to farm together, engaged in cooperative farm work, eat,
drink and sleep together.  In most cases, for the common benefit of all, rural
people embark on several projects such as construction of roads, schools, and
markets as the need arises. To this end, this study was carried out to assess the
community participation strategy in the maintenance of rural roads in Idanre Local
Government Area of Ondo State, Nigeria. Structured questionnaires were
purposively and randomly administered to two hundred (200) household heads in
the selected villages in the study area. The purposive sampling is to ensure that
only household heads who are residents of each of the selected villages were
sampled. The random technique ensures that individual household heads has
equal chance to be sampled for the purpose of the study. Data collected were
analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics in the form of frequency and
percentages, and Stepwise regression method. Findings show that the strategy
adopted for the maintenance of rural roads in the study area is through provision
of free labour by mobilizing the community members to the project site. The
result of stepwise regression analysis revealed that inadequate financial resources,
conflicts of interest among community, socio-economic status of community
members and poor education impede community participation towards roads
maintenance in the study area. It is recommended that member of the villages
should be engaged at the grassroots design, planning and through the
implementation stage of road projects to ensure rural road sustainability. (Ref:
Olorunfemi, Samuel Oluwaseyi. An assessment of community participation
strategy in the maintenance of rural roads in Idanre local government area of
Ondo State, Nigeria. Discovery, 2020, 56(294), 333-345); (Image: EikoOjala).
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FDI and Economic Growth in Developing African economy: A study of FDI inflows to different Sectors of Nigeria

IKENZE, Francisca Ifeoma, AONDOKAA, Kwaghfan E, OGBONNA, Kelechukwu Stanley, ADOMS, Francis Uju

This study evaluates the influence of Foreign Direct Investment on Economic growth of different sectors developing African
economy. FDI is an important factor that channel funds to key sectors developing economy like Nigeria. The main objective of the
study is to evaluate the influence of FDI to different sectors on economic growth of Nigeria. The specific objectives of this study is to
examine the relationship between FDI to agriculture, banking and manufacturing sectors and economic growth of developing
African economy (Nigeria). The study used secondary data obtained from Central Bank of Nigeria Statistical Bulletin of various years
and subjected them to ADF stationarity test, co-integration and multiple linear regression study to analyse the study over the period
of 1986 to 2018. The findings of the study showed that FDI to agriculture, banking and manufacturing sector improve economic
growth position both in the short run and long run significantly. The study therefore concludes that FDI to the different sectors of
the economy significantly influence economic growth of developing African economy in Nigeria. Hence, the study recommends
reduction of bottlenecks that frustrate foreign investment to the agricultural sector, manufacturing sector and the banking sector of
Nigeria to foster enhanced investment frontiers in the key sectors of the economy and economic growth at large.
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Interest Rates and Commercial Banks credit: Evidence from selected emerging African Economies 1991-2018

IBENYENWA Ekene Kingsley, EZEABASILI Vincent, OKARO Celestine S, OGBONNA Kelechukwu Stanley

This study examined the relationship between interest rate components and commercial banks credit to the domestic economy in
selected developing Sub Saharan African economies from 1991 to 2018. The specific objectives of this study were to analyse the
relationship between lending interest rate (LIR), real interest rate (RIR), interest rate spread (IRS), deposit interest rate (DIR), risk-
premium on lending rate (PLR), and credit ratio of commercial banks to the domestic economy (CBDS) in selected developing Sub
Saharan African economies. The study sourced data from World Bank Data base and Knoema for Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt and
Kenya its sample countries and anchored on Portfolio theory. The study used the Co-integration and Panel Data Analysis techniques
to test the relationship between independent variables namely between LIR, DIR, IRS, PLR, RIR and dependent variable-CBDS at the
5% level of significance. The findings in the selected developing Sub Saharan African economies’ pooled panel result indicated that
interest rate components used had both positive and negative significant relationship thus moderating and influencing credit ratio
of commercial banks to the domestic economy. The study concluded that interest rate variables have significant relationship with
credit ratio of commercial banks to the domestic economy in the selected developing Sub Saharan African economies combined.
Hence, the study recommends the enforcement of reduced lending interest rate of commercial banks to encourage improved credit
capacity of banks since it has an inverse implication on the domestic economies of selected developing Sub Saharan African
economies.
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An assessment of community participation strategy in the maintenance of rural roads in Idanre local government area of
Ondo State, Nigeria

Olorunfemi, Samuel Oluwaseyi

Rural people have over the years exist together and operate in unity in their community by going to farm together, engaged in
cooperative farm work, eat, drink and sleep together.  In most cases, for the common benefit of all, rural people embark on several
projects such as construction of roads, schools, and markets as the need arises. To this end, this study was carried out to assess the
community participation strategy in the maintenance of rural roads in Idanre Local Government Area of Ondo State, Nigeria.
Structured questionnaires were purposively and randomly administered to two hundred (200) household heads in the selected
villages in the study area. The purposive sampling is to ensure that only household heads who are residents of each of the selected
villages were sampled. The random technique ensures that individual household heads has equal chance to be sampled for the
purpose of the study. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics in the form of frequency and
percentages, and Stepwise regression method. Findings show that the strategy adopted for the maintenance of rural roads in the
study area is through provision of free labour by mobilizing the community members to the project site. The result of stepwise
regression analysis revealed that inadequate financial resources, conflicts of interest among community, socio-economic status of
community members and poor education impede community participation towards roads maintenance in the study area. It is
recommended that member of the villages should be engaged at the grassroots design, planning and through the implementation
stage of road projects to ensure rural road sustainability.
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Effect of Gypsum and compost Application in Reclaiming Sodic soils at Small Scale Irrigation Farm in Bora District of East
Shewa Zone, Oromia, Ethiopia

Kasahun Kitila, Abay Chala, Mekkonnen Workina



This experiment was conducted in Bora district of East Shoa Zone of Oromia, Ethiopia from 2017 to 2019 with the aim to evaluate
the effect of sole and integrated application of Gypsum (CaSo4.H2o) and compost as soil salinity amendment. Onion variety (Adama
red), the most commonly produced crop by farmers, was used as the test crop. Three levels of compost (0, 2.5, 5ton/ha) and three
levels of Gypsum (0, 2t/ha, and 4t/ha gypsum) were factorial combined and arranged in RCBD design with three replications having
an area of 3mx4m for each. It was identified that integrated application of 4t/ha gypsum and 2.5ton/ha compost produced
economically optimum yield (396Q/ha). The interaction effect of Gypsum integrated with compost in reducing soil sodicity indicators
such as ESP (exchangeable sodium percentage), Na+ concentration, pH, and EC were highly significant (p<0.05). Sole application of
Gypsum was also significantly affect (p<0.05) the level of ESP, Na+, Ca2+ and EC. ESP and EC were very high at the control treatment
and showed a decreasing trend as the level of Gypsum requirement increases from 50% to 100%. The main effect of compost
significantly affected (p<0.05) the level of pH showing a decreasing trend as the level of compost was increased. Crop yield was
increasing as the level of compost and gypsum application level were increasing indicating that both materials are very important
for improvement of production and productivity of land affected by salinity problem. Therefore, considering its economical
importance and positive effect in soil salinity amendment potential, 100%GR integrated with 2.5ton/ha compost was recommended
as the best strategy in reclamation of salt affected soil.
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Geology and Petrography of the rocks around Liji Area, Gongola Sub-basin Northern Benue Trough, Northeastern Nigeria

Kamale HI, Shettima B, Umaru AO

Geological mapping of Liji and environs show that the area is composed of Precambrian basement and Cretaceous sedimentary
rocks. The basement rocks are represented by granite and pegmatite members of Pan-African granitoids whereas the sedimentary
rocks consist of Bima Sandstone, Yolde Formation, Kanawa member of the Pindiga Formation and Gombe Sandstone. Petrographic
investigation indicates that the granite consists of quartz, orthoclase, microcline, plagioclase, biotite and muscovite with accessory
iron oxide and zircon. Pegmatite is composed of quartz, plagioclase, orthoclase and muscovite with accessory biotite while baryte
occur as secondary mineral. Bima Sandstone consists of quartz, orthoclase, microcline with minor amount of biotite and iron oxide.
Yolde Formation is composed of quartz, orthoclase, plagioclase, biotite with minor amount of iron oxide and zircon. Limestone unit
of the Kanawa Member of Pindiga Formation consists of calcite, dolomite, microcline, quartz and iron oxide. Gombe Sandstone is
made up of quartz, feldspar and opaque ores.
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